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Abstract 
It is predicted that autonomous driving will be gradually developed and introduced into society.  The US-
based Society for Automotive Engineering (SAE) has developed a “Taxonomy and Definitions for Terms 
Related to On-Road Motor Vehicle Automated Driving Systems” which is becoming widely adopted in 
literature, and also by European Union policy makers as a de facto categorization of selfdriving cars. 
International regulations, such as the 1949 Geneva convention of Road Traffic (for United States) and the 
1968 Vienna convention on Road Traffic (for European countries) has till now promoted road safety by 
establishing uniform rules. However, new regulations have been approved in the USA in order to regulate 
the testing of autonomous vehicles (an interesting example is: California SB-1298 Vehicles – autonomous 
vehicles: safety and performance requirements, 2012) and others are probably going to be approved by 
European Parliaments.  Among the main issues that the law is posing we will address:  
• Liability in case of damages (to other vehicles or people) 
• Data Protection and Cyber Security 
• Ethical Issues 
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Seminar in English. 
Free attendance. 
For information, please contact: rottenbacher@unipv.it 
 


